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SUBJECT: BIO INFORMATION ON MINISTER FOR EXTERNAL COMMERCE 
MICHEL TOUSSAINT 

REF: A) STATE 87267; B) BDF, FEBRUARY 6,1973 

1. TOUSSAINT'S PERIOD AS MINISTER OF NATIONAL EDUCATION 
(FRANCOPHONE) HAS ADDED LITTLE LUSTER TO HIS REPUTATION REPORTED 
IN REF B, WHICH CONTINUES TO BE THAT OF A PERSON WITH A PLEASANT, 
OUTWARD MANNER BUT LACKING IN DEPTH. 

2. HIS POWER BASE IN NAMUR PROVINCE WAS SOMEWHAT ERODED IN THE 
LAST ELECTION IN THAT THE LIBERAL PARTY THERE DID NOT BENEFIT 
FROM THE EXPOSURE HE RECEIVED IN THE LEBURTON CABINET, AS WAS 
THE CASE WITH RESPECT TO NEARLY ALL OTHER CABINET FIGURES. HIS 
POSITION IN THE NEW GOVERNMENT SEEMS DUE TO NEED FOR REGIONAL 
AND LINGUISTIC BALANCE, AS DOES ELEVATION OF THE POSITION FROM 
A STATE SECRETARYSHIP TO A MINISTRY. 

3. TOUSSAINT REMAINS LARGELY AN UNKNOWN FACTOR WITH RESPECT 
TO MATTERS HE WILL DEAL WITH IN HIS NEW CAPACITY 

AS MINISTER FOR EXTERNAL COMMERCE IN THE TINDEMANS GOVERNMENT. 

IF HE HAS ANY VIEWS ON INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ISSUES OTHER THAN 
THOSE USUALLY ASSOCIATED WITH HIS CONSERVATIVE BUSINESS BACKGROUND, 
HE HAS KEPT THEM TO HIMSELF. WHILE HE WILL ACCOMPANY HIS 
LIBERAL COLLEAGUE FINANCE MINISTER WILLY DECLERCQ TO VARIOUS 
INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS ON MANETARY AND ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, THERE IS 
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NO DOUBT THAT DECLERCQ WILL BE IN CHARGE AND THAT TOUSSAINT WILL 
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FOLLOW DECLERCQ'S GUIDANCE, AT LEAST FOR SOME TIME. HIS OWN 
REPUTATION IN COMMERCIAL MATTERS IS SOMEWHAT TARNISHED BY HIS BEING 
ASSOCIATED WITH TWO BANKRUPT FIRMS. 

4. TO TOUSSAINT'S CREDIT, ARE REPORTS THAT AS MINISTER FOR 
EDUCATION HE BRIEFED HIMSELF THOROUGHLY ON EDUCATION PROBLEMS 
AND ISSUES IN BELGIUM AND WON THE LOYALTY OF HIS MINISTRY'S 
OFFICIALS. ALSO. AGREEMENT OF FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
1958 SCHOOL PACT WAS ONE OF THE FEW ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE LAST 
GOVERNMENT. STRAUSZ-HUPE 
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